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The Decanter interview

Paul Hobbs
Described as ‘the Steve Jobs of wine’, this busy 

consultant winemaker has a hand in projects across four 
continents. Peter Richards MW catches up with him to 

discuss his career, influences and winemaking style

Farm boy 

 �

Paul 
Hobbs at 
a glance

Born 1953, Buffalo, 
New York State
Education BSc  

in Chemistry 
(University of Notre 

Dame, 1975); MSc  
in Viticulture  

and Oenology  
(UC Davis, 1978)
Career Robert 

Mondavi Winery, 
Opus One, Simi 

Winery, multiple 
consultancies

Core winemaking 
projects Paul Hobbs 
Winery (California, 
established 1991), 

Viña Cobos 
(Argentina, 1998), 

CrossBarn 
(California, 2000), 
Yacoubian-Hobbs 
(Armenia, 2008), 
Crocus (Cahors, 

2011), Hillick & Hobbs 
(New York, 2013), 
untitled Ribeira 

Sacra project (2017)
Family Two 

daughters, Sophia 
and Louisa, with his 

wife Cristina; one 
daughter, Agustina, 

from his first 
marriage

‘I’m not 
afraid of 

hard work 
and I like 

doing things 
people don’t 

think is 
possible’
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Napa novice

Science and vines

In search of balance 

 

Above: Joan and Edward Hobbs at their fruit farm 
with six of their 11 children, (from left) Greg, Dean, 
Paul, Debbie, Forrest and Chris 

‘To make a really great wine, you have to 
feel it. It takes years of experience to get it’

Above: Paul Hobbs is happiest in the vineyard, 
where he says he can find ‘serenity’ 
Left: Stagecoach Vineyard in Napa Valley 

Below: Viña Cobos 
winery in Luján de 
Cuyo, Argentina

Above: the Paul Hobbs Winery in California,  
ready for action during another harvest 
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(For more on this topic, 
see ‘Big and Beautiful’, p38.) 

Looking ahead

D

Peter Richards MW  
is an award-wining 
writer, author and 
broadcaster on wine. 
He is the DWWA 
Regional Chair  
for ChilePh
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Above: the Yacoubian-
Hobbs estate vineyard 
in Armenia 


